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West Murder.

Virginia

Unsolved

Brutal Murder of
One of State’s Most Bafflin

L]

By Jomes A, Hill
(Staff Writer for The Guazette)

BERKELEY SPRINGS.—Late in the afternoon of May
10, 1950, Benjamin J. Mills of nearby Haneocl, Md., worked
his way slowly glong t he West Virginia gide of old U, 8
522 searching for mushrooms.

Az ke approached the south end of the Hancock bridge
on the Marylard border about 4 p. m., he stumbled onlo

a gruesome find.

Lying in the sparse grass zbout 42 feet from the top of the west
benk of the highway was the twisted body of a nude woman.

For a few fleeling seconds the 45-vear-nld laborer siared fear-
fully at thz contorted face, swollen purplish in death, then headed
for the Hancock police station about three-tenths of a mile away.

A half hour Jater the siate police radio at Remney sent Cpl. C. ‘S.
Burke of Berkeley Svprings hurrying to the scene from where he
cruised in his patrol car a faw miles away, .

Burke, wno was to find himself in the middle of one of the most

- batiling crimes in West Virginia history, arrived aboutl the same
time as Morgan County Sherift's Deputy Lawrence Michael and
. Coroner C. . Dyche,

Also on hand was Maryland State Trooper R, E, Garvey. Police
Chief Murphen of Hancock and the shaken mushroom hunter who
made the discovery.

Atfter the bedy was {aken to Hunter mortuary in Berieley Springs,
police hastily scoured the area for any tell-tale evidence,

For more than two hours the area was combed for a {wo-mile
radius, but nothing connected with
the death could be found.

Meanwhile, news of the discov-
ery spread like wildfire over the
surrounding countryside, Before
Drs. H, D, Powers and J, H, Ar-
- mentrout of Martinsburg arrived
- to perform an autopsy at 11 p. m,,
more than 500 persons had already
viewad the body.

. Hundreds Gather to

' View Body

Several hundred others gathered

ouiside the wmortuary along w{th

newspaper reporters from nearby

communities.

As quickly as possible a detailed

description of the body was re-

leased.

It was described as {bat of an
% unknown white femals; 30 to 35

: height five Feet,

known; nationality not kpowa:
complexion fair, freckles on back
of hands and lower arms; very
small hands; shoe size 4 1.2 nar
row; teeth natural; "Y' shaped
' scar on outside of right wrist; “W” shaped scar cn center of fore-

Unidentified victim

Her lips sealed by a strangler's
rope

.$100 Reward Offered by Gazeite
Ior Arrest, Conviction of Killer

The Gazelte is offering $100 reward to the first person
who provides police with aid and information leading te
the arrest and conviclion of the DPerson or persons respon-
sible for any of the muvders deseribed in this series.

The names of anv person corresponding with this paper
or police in connection with the erimey will be kepl strictly
confidential and will not be divulged under any ecircum-
stances,

A
Potters grave
The five who mourned the unknown victim

Bus Driver Remembered Redhead

At midnight Burke and Basore met the driver, H. H. Grossnickle,
in Hancock, where the driver said he had discharged a passenger
early on the morning of May 5 who closely resembled the murder
vietim.

Grossnickle sald his red-haired rassenger, carrying only a small

said he advised the woman 'to call a can,

& short time later Grossnickle showed up at the veterans’ hos-
pital, where he declared the dead waman to be the Same passenger
he let cff in Honcock, Basore a'so had retrieved the usd tickets from
the Polomac-Edison bus station in Frederick and found the
red-head had bought her tickst about midmight on May 4 from ihe

After a lengthy grilling, 22-year-old Lloyd Bmons Munson admitied
that he had picked up an unidentified red-head on the streets af
Hancock about 1:50 a, m. May §, taking her to Black Qak.

Munson claimed he had been reluctant to report the incident be-
cause he was afraid of the Basham family. Pglice later learned that
the missing “Lillian” had & brother in Akron, The brether told Akron
bolice that his sister was alive and well in Michigan,

The hepes of police were dashed when “Liilian” showed up in
Berkeley Springs and identified nerself. It wasg, she said, “Liiljan"
herseif ihat had taken the cab from Hancock to Black Oak, thus
establishing the identity of the unknown traveler from Columbus,

One Iast and mystifying clue popred up on Jan, 10, 1951, which led
police through a maze of events that still defies beljef.

A young Berkeley Springs girl, whom we shall call “Jane Dog,"
approached Burke declaring she knew the dead woman to be a
“Dalsy Post.” common-law wife of Jane's cousin.

Jane zaid Daisy and her cousin, whem we shall call “Harry Light,"”
operaied a beer joint at Celonial Beach in Prince George County, Vr.

Cleaning Fluid Drink Killed Brother

Jane said Daisy had once been married to Harry’s brother, who
died under mystericus eireumstances several years before in Wash-
ington, D. C. She racalled that at the time Harry was a suspect in
the death but was released after police determined that the brother
had died from drinking cfeaning fluid in a Weshington laundry,

Jane deelared further that Hairy and his mother had arrived in
Berkeley Springs on May B, two days helure the body was found,
driving a jeep slalion wagon with a large steamer trupk roped on
the top. She said they lefi on the afternoon of the 10tk

She also said that a letter was received several weeks earlier by
Berlteley Springs Police Sgl. Brooks Dyche, naming “Daisy Post” as
the dezd woman.

Burke later called Sgt. Dyche inta hig office where Dyche adinitted
he had received the letter from Coalonial Beach police, adding tha*
ne had known the victim was “Daisy™ all the time. Burke added
that Dyche described the woman as "a common old drunk who
weouldn’t be missed anyway.”

On Jan. 2i, 1951, Burke and Sheriff
Beach where they were told by cily
had operated a besr joint about two
moved away a short time enrlier,

The two then ccntacted Prince George County Sheriff J. 3. Dish-
man of Ninde, Va., who said he had arrested Harry and Dajsy several
limes and remembered them well,

Sheriff Dishman said all the
were convineed the dead woman
once was very popular but lost out
with a roush crowag,

Dishman then sent the hopes of Burke and Munson soaring again
when he told of a jeep aceident in which Daisy hurt ner right wrist
and was admitted to a Richmond hespital,

"Daisy” Was the One, Agents Sure

The two West Virginia olficers iearned further that Daisy was

Munson motored to Colonial
police that Harry and Daisy
miles out of town but had

residents around Colonial Reach
was Daisy, adding that the couple
when they started runaing around

Af the same time Burkes and Munson checked the Richmond hase
pital and the Madical Caliege of Virginia, where they were told that
Daisy bore the same identical operation sears that were found on
the bady.

To Burke and 3unson this information was almost positive proot
that the dead woman was Daisy,

19-Month Search Is Far
From Ended

beal from the West Virginia De-

edhead Near Maryland Line
¢ Unsolved Crimes

that a jeep station wagon was seen parked on the highay near Han-
cock a short time before the bedy as Zound,

The next day Burke, believing he was on fhe brink of solving tha
seven-month-old mystery, put in a cal lio Capt. B. E Wright at
Elking for more help in TUNNing - :
down contacls in  Washington,
Richmond, Catonsville, Md., and
Florida before their guarry be-
came wise to the progress of the
investigation,

Cn Jan. 26 Trooper Baker palled
Burke from Catonsville to meet
him at aHneock. There Baker told
Burke he discovered that Daisy
and Sam had been emploved in a
meantal institution at Catonsville
and that Daisy had been fired in
April for excessive drinking.

Baker said Daisy was authorized
Payment to May 13. She was not
seen again after returning Mav
3 for a partial payment on her
severance allewance. The Treap-
er said Sam was authorized pay-
ment urtil June 18, but Ileft em-
ployment there on June 10,

that Sam
Past” on
Md., ard
for Flor-

Bsker aleo discovered
had msrried a “Daisy
May 35 in Elliat City,
supposedly left the reity
ida on June 25,

Alter arriving in Floridz they .
wrote to a sisfer of Thompsen's b"’cﬂ'"g murders.
in Baltimore ziving their address. On learning this Burke put a
rush call through to Miami police wha reported the woman deseribed
as_Thompsen's wife was alive and wal],

It was a heart-breaking turn for Burke and kis hard werking aides,
driving them to the brink of exasperation,

However, still suspicious of the woman who bore the same scars
as the murder victim, declared as an almost impossible coincidence,
Burke prevailed upon the sisters of Daisy once more for aid.

At his request a letter was sent to the Miami residance asking for
a picture of Daisy. A short rime later the picture was received, but of
a woman lying on the beach with a towel over her head!

The gaping guestion remzined. Was it really Daisy lying on thzt
southerr beach, or was jt some other woman posing as the Cumber-
land native fo throw police off the irail? Cr, was there any woman
down thers at all?

Although 19 manths have new clapsed since the lonely mushroom
hunter’s discovery, police are far from ending the search, Burke,
a 41-vear-old native of Grafton, is eenvinced that some day he'il
find the unknown hands that dumped the unidentified red-head
from a car on that lonely road near Haneocle.

State Police Cpl C. C. Burke

He found himself in the middfe
of one of West Virginie's mast

years of ags; overnight case, alighted from the bus with another lagy who had =z being sought bya Richmond fuinance company for missing two »

five inches; weight 125 to 130  4jaket te Hancock #rom Savage, Qkla, The driver said he remembered payments on a jeep station wagon she hag bought. The finance com- State Poil I A l
pounds; auburk red hair; recent g, red-haired passenger had a ticket from Columbus, O., to Hancock, pany said Daisy had always been prompt in ler payments until ghe Ce Ssue ppea
permanent; color of eyes not  apg recalieg she asked him how to get to Needmore, Pa, The driver dropped out of sight the last of April.

For Aid in Finding Killer

The following is an express ap- tle givl who laughed and played,

went to school, grew up, had

partment of Public Safetv for in-
formation leading to the identity
of the murdered redhead or the
unkrown hands that throttled her:

“Somewhere approvimateiy 30
years age a baby was born, a lit-

friends, worked and perhaps wag
mrarried. There must be Many per-
s0ns, perheps hundreds, who Knew
the woman who was brutally mur-
dered. and thrown over the hjgh-
way embankment k

Hiwrrying bacik 1o Berkeley Springs Burke again contacted young
“Mizs Jane Dos" learning that Daeisy nad a brother end several sisters
living in Cumberland,

On Jan, 23, Burke finally found the fathor
sisters. All said {he piclire of
like sister “Daisy.”

Al six were questioned extensively by Burke, Munson and Trooper

. head: two operation scars, one a 10-inch hysterectomy and the other
. a four-inch appedectomy. .
The scars were later 10 weave 2 sirange coincidence tha: mystifies
police and medical authorities to this day.
Four houwrs later at 3 a. m. on May 11, ;he twao du;furs ‘Eir‘.is_hed
the autopsy and reported their findings to Burke, Their conelusions

Penn Greyhoung bus station ig Columbus,
Pictures and fingerp:inls were immeadiately forwarded to Calumbus
volice along with the information from -he bus driver, In Columbus
alone, police reported that at ieast geven red-neads re being sousht
a3 missing persons, tumbling the cese into an almesy hopeless maze.
It was about this time That harassed police were canfronted with a
woman who had arrived with a hearse from

of Daisy and her five
the dead weman looked very much

AWEra)

“Evidence -obfaired from this examination would indicaie death
oceurred from strangulation. It would appear that t}_le strangulation
had resulted from a rope eor some similar object baving been drawn
about the base of the neck in such a manner ax to cause deep abya-

- sions. The abrasions over the nose and forehead.and the brLus_ed
areas under the scalp over the temporal muscles and ahave the
eyes would indicate the head had been struck numerous blews with

- a blunt object.”

‘Many False Identifications

The two further concluded that the woman had been dead from
48 to 98 hours when the body was found,

Even before doctors senk tha first probing scalpels info the life-
Iess flesh, the first of many ideniifications whichk were later proven
false was made, _

Two women, one a Mrs, Ella Casler, a Berkeley Springs rooming
house operator, declared the body was that of a woman whom we

call “Millie Jones.”
sha'\Ilf%]e othel\zl'hwoman, a sister of Millie's husband, also declared the
body was that of MMillie, who had roomed with Mrs. Casler the
before.
suf&ntmffc::on that day Burke and Sheriff Paul Munson weni ‘o the
home of Millie's father-in-law- and guestione@d him about the where-
abouts of his son, . . i

The man said his son lived at Cumberland. Md., and was working
on a construction job there, From there Burke and Munson left for
Cumberland and were joined at LeVale, Md. by Troopers Baker and
Long of the Maryland State police. .

The four searched Cumberland rooming houses throughout ihe
night, finally locating their quarry about & a. m. He was brought to
Berkeley Springs, where he viewed the body and declared it was
not his wife, He pointad out that Millia had a partial plale and the
victim had none, This was conformed by a Berkeley Springs dentist
Millie was located a short time Izter living in Pittsburgh, Pa,

FBI Fites Fail to Yield Clue

Later in the day the weary slate police corporal and Munson lofg
Berkeley Springs snvoute to FBI headquarters in \‘-fashingtqn, D C,
for a compavison of fingerprints of the victim. They were Joined at
Frederick, Md,, by Treoper First Class Harold Basore. who was as-
signed to assist West Virginia authorities on the case, They returned
at 10 p. m. that night after finding no prints on file for the woman,

Arriving home, Burke and Munson learned that a car stolen a few
days earlier in Brownsville, Pa, had been recovered in Washingion
County, Md. Inside was found considerable auburn red hzir on a
palr of old work gloves sticking from the pocket of an old overall
jacket. Several strands of the hair were Zound on the seat and the
right front deor, The vehicle wag putled into a garage at Sharps-
burg, Md., where the interlor was preserved until police arrived to
examine the contents,

Sensing a possible break im the two-day old mystery, Burke,
Basure, Garvey and Sgt. Roush hurrisd to the scene, Arriving at 3
a. m. on May 12, they alsc found 2 small rope and a dress picked up
nearby on ithe Sharpsburg Pike. B ]

Five hours later Burke, Munson and Basore were soeeding again
to FBT headquarters in Washingion with their fing. They discoverad
the red hair was human. but d@id nol mateh the lncks of {he vietim.
No markings were found on the dress, but it was found to be a
size 16. The officers returned to Berkeley Springs, where the dress
was found to fit the victim perfectly.

By this time the stary of tire discovery of the unidentified body had
been carried on the front pages of papers all pver the eastern Unjted
States, Letters radic messages, teletypes and ptane calls swamped
the Berkeley Springs stata police detachment from all over the
Ration,

The State Police Criminal Tdentification Bureau in Charleston
Prepared picture hulleting and flyers which were sent out to all
of the major cities.

Prison Escapee Believed Involved

On May 13 police received snother itip that sent them to Hagers-
town, Md., to check the possible connection of a hunted prison
escapeec with the strangulation,

The escapee was John Raymond Shriver, & convicted murderer,
who fled from the state penitentiary at Moundsville on May 4.

Shriver was believed 1o have stolen a car in Wheeling, abandonad
ft in Brownsville, stealing another vehicle there, He had escaped
from the prison once several vears before and wags shol by a Mary-
iarnd siale 1rooper,

From Hagerstown, Burke, Munson and Bascre went to Sharpsburg
and on o Beoonsbore, where the father of Skriver was wueslioned.
Mast of the summer hores along Shenandooh River were searched
without suecess.

Orn May 13, Sgt. 3. E. Funk, Cpl. Lammy and Trooper Bender of the
3I<‘C0nnc!lsburg‘ Pa. detachment were assipned 1o the casa 1o help
run down clues in the Filton Count: area.

The sarne duy shae Body woas placed in cold doraze sl Newtian D
Biier Veterung Hozpital in 1a
2000 persons Tram
relng for nis e el

Trorn an Sundiay Mav 14
ey fop the Bl Grey Tz
red-ncaded wongn, i

;

foand Faoare reesived g fip that 4
Lines had some nformiation aboud tie

Baltiimore to lay claim
10 the body.

First Real Suspect Picked Up

The woman, identified as a Mrs, Esther Bowvz, declared the body
1o be that of a Ruth Magruder, alias June Williams, borp Deec, 7,
1832, on whom Mrs. Bova had carrvied insurance since Ruth disan-
peared in December of 1941, Mrys, Bova demanded the body in order
to claim her insurance, Her demands, however, were not met,

On May 15 the first real suspech was apprehended in Morgan-
town, falling like a hombshell into the web of the tangled mystery,

The man, whom we shall name Fred Jackson, a tall, good louxing
160-pounder, was taken into custody by Cpl. Frank Roberts on a up
from Jackson's landlady,

The woman told police that Jackson had
to New Jersey, describing “a horrinhle sight that met his eyes on
side road near Hancocl an the morning of May 9. just a day before
the mushreom hunter sturnbled en his gruesome find,

She queted Jackson thai ha became sleepy while driving during
the night of May 8 and hadg pullad off on the side road to nap, On
awakening the next day Jackson saig he icok a short walk zpd BW
the nude body of a woman, all swollen and hlus, lying on the side
of a steep embankment He added that he knew the woman was degd
and hecame frightened ang drove away,

Lie Detectar Backs Up Story

Jackson was brought to Berkeley Springs on Max
the Morgan County Jail, At midnight he was taken i detachment
headguarters ang grilled until 4 a. m He then was taken to the
scene of the discovery, where he edmitted making the statement to
his iandlady, Jackson declared he had lied about the whole thing,
that he made up the story *just te tell sorething exclting.”

On May 17 he was taken 1o detachment headquarters at Elkins and
glven a polygraph (lie detector) tost which showed ng guilty reac-
tion, Disappeointed over thejr failure 1o connect Jackson with the
crinre, police released the suspect after hig story was checked from
the time he lefi New Jersgy and arvived in WMorganiown,

On May 22 ihe dend waman v tentatively identificd fap the
second time as a “Martha Siith” who bkag married the :on of
a Fullon County family and wns Sthpesedly living somewhers in
Ohic. The same day Sheriff Munson and Trooper Basore went to
Columpus ie hunt Martha and to cheek with the agent wha had
sold the red-haired woman a tickcr to Hancock, The agent posi-
tively identified a picture of the murder victim as the woman
who had bought the ticket,

The search for Martha carried Munson and Besore from Columbusg
to Mansfield and to Akron. In Akron the mystery was thrown inlo
further sonfusion when Martha was discovered alive.

A day later the unknown red-head Wwas returned te Hunter maop.
tuary in Berkeley Springs and that afterncon buried in a potter’s
Erave in Greenway Cernetery,

just returned from a trip

16 and placed in

Woman Knew Litile of Passenger

At about the szme ifme the other woman who alichted from the
ﬁ):ls in Haneock the morning of May 5 was located in Harcock and
tderlified ag gz Mrs Mellot of Suvage, Ogla., who had come to
l'l‘al‘.‘r‘land to see her new grandson, Mrs. Mollot remoembered her
fellow passenger but courld shed no light on her movenents,

By this time. 13 days afler the twisted corpse wasz found sprawied
a1 the embankment, mars than %35 inquiries were received and

studied, 33 teletype messages handled by Maryland state police at

Frederick for Berxeley Springs, including numerous radio messages
and phone calls, palice had traveled more than 2,000 miles and worked
a total of 300 man hours, winding up right back where they started
ihe day of the discovery,

"Then on June 28 ancther clue dropped into the laps of police which
eventually ended in ihe arrest of an entire family of 11,

This came June 28 on a tip that the dead woman was a2 “Lillian
Grimes,” commen-law wife of a “Frank Basham™ from Black Oak,
in Fulion County, Pr,

Frank was describeq zs a member of an cld and clannish family,
notarrous Tor their violent oulbursis throughout the colinty, It was
only 13 days before that one of the members of the elan shot ang
killed his brather during an argument over same furniture and was
awaiting trial in the Fulten County jail.

Four days later, Burke, Sheriff Munson, Trooper Basore, Trooper
Garver and eight Fennsvivania state lroopers met zt ihe Pennsyl-
\’al‘.ia-.‘\’lﬂ‘?}']md slate line ang swaotped down on the viilage of Black
Oak st dawp. Fvery memoer of the Basham family that could be
found was avrested and taken ‘o the county iail where they were
grilled througheut the day. s i

While the family wasg Leing questioned. their homes were searched
for possible evidence When nathing was found tha 11 were released

Young Cab Driver Offers o Lead
However, police ltarnsd thai “Lillign” had visited the famin
on the morning of May 8 and thae He arrived i oa caxicad fron
cock. Polics alsa found tias “Lillinn. deparied ap che afternaon af
Sav & in vompany with the brathier wia was fater <hnt and kiiled,
Two davs uter on Julv 4, police corveruerd en ‘e tewn of Hin-
coer dnd ok Into custody the ariverss of 2 ColENIlvAl I oleranion,

H }

Scene of discovery

Mushroom hunter stumbbled on o gruesome find

William F. Baker, who were told that Daisy had married s Sam »

A

Thompser and was now believed to be living in Miami, Fia,

The spirits of Burke and his aldes were further fired when the
sisders_ declared they had received several letters, signed Daisy and
Bam, but nene appeéared o he Daijsy's handwriting,

Pictures Bore Strong Resemblance

They also revealst that in one or two of the letters the name of her
hemetown, Cumbertang, was missnelled along with the names af fwo
ol the sistzrs, Police alsg were shown family pletures of “Daisy,” which
Burke described as having a slrong resemblance 1o the dead woman.

Then on the night of Jan. 24, the father cf “Jane Doe," and an
urcle of Harry approached Burke and acnounced that the dead
womal: was “Daisy.” Buth men quoted two Berkeley Springs women

"H only one of those persong
read this story and communicates
with the state police at Berkeley
Springs or o the State Polica
Criminal Identificalion Bureau in
Charleston giving the desired in-
Tormation this case might be solved
and & murderer brought fo Jus-
tice.

“Until zomeéone comes farward
with this information, the case is
likely to remain unsolved and
every day and month and year that
passes will further obscure the
memory of this woman's life.

“Discovering and apprehending g
murderer is a difficult job even for
the most skilled and hard-working
police oificer, Tn the Berkeley
Springs case police were up against
A stone wall before they started,
all their eiforts and hard work
have so far not aceomplished tha
Lirst step—the identity of the vic-
Um, Any further progress de-
pends on the chance that some per-
son will provide pelice with the
necessary information to establish
her identity.

“Any person withholding such in-
formation must be struggling with
2 heavy conscience as it is the duly
and responsibilily of all law-ghid-
ing cilizens to aid in the soiurion
of any crime,

“Ir iz to this end that if anw
persan has such information and is
afraid to come forward over fear
of the murderer, the police will. as
they have done in many other
cases, keep the matter strictly cone
fidential. The name of the person
will nmever be revealed ne matier
what happens thereaftar”

Slipped your mind?

Forgot somelhing? Some order “got by” you? Do you
semetimes wonder if you' ra “gelting absent minded?™
You probabily just have a cese of faulty hearing that
can be quickly corrected by an easy-to-wear, 28sy-
to-conceal modern hearing aid! See us now for Iha
wery finest instruments science can praduce. Depend
or Us at 2lf times for expert professional care, as wail
as servicing of the hearing nstrument you may be
wezring. Come in for a check-up now, of any timel

HEARING AID CENTER

202 BROAD S§T. PHONE 6-6521
HOMER C. WAYBRIGHT, Consultan

WE GIVE PROFESSIONAL HEARING AID SERVICE
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VES! FLOWERS, PLANTS, POTTERY,
CERAMICS, NOVELTIES ANP ALL KINDS
OF CHRISTHMAS DECORATIONS TO GIYE
YOUR HOME THAT HOLIDAY SPIRIT —
ALLTHESE - | GET FROM

INTE.

- FLORAL CO. =,
IN ANY EVENT SEND FLOWERS
ARRANGED "THE WINTER WAY"
PHONE 21187
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